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NON-STANDARD ROMANIZATION SYSTEM

Consonant: There are 33 consonants in Khmer language and each consonant

has its own subscript that usually stays below it (e.g. fi 8 # Wj 1j). IPA in the

following table represents either the consonant or its sub-script. In addition,
Khmer consonants are divided into two series. The first series is voiceless and the
second series is voiced (sometimes are called light voiced and heavy voiced).
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The following table shows the sub-scripts of the two consonant series. The sub-
script stays in front of, below or after its consonant.
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Vowels: There are 24 vowels in Khmer language. It is important to note that the
pronunciation of the vowel is determined by the series of the consonant that
accompanies it. The below table shows two the IPA symbols of the two series.

Vowel Symbol First Series Second Series
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N au ua
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In addition to the regular vowels, there are eleven independent vowels that are
collaboratively used in Khmer writing systems.

Independent Vowels IPA
f e
0j ei
g u
3 0
é aow
g ruk
U reu
Y luk
n leu
ﬂ ae
y ai





