
Facts About Cervical Cancer
 Cervical cancer is a common cancer and is preventable.

It is 99% curable if discovered very early.

 A Pap smear is a simple test for cervical cancer. 
The doctor simply takes a sample of cells from the cervix 
and sends a slide to the laboratory.

 Pap tests are used to detect the disease and can save your life.

 A woman can have cancer without knowing it.  A Pap test 
can tell you if your cervix is normal or not.  If it is not 
normal, the earlier cancer is found, the easier it is to cure.

 Women can develop cervical cancer at any age.  All women, 
healthy or not, rich or poor, are at risk of developing 
cervical cancer.

 One study showed that Chinese women in North
America are twice as likely to get cervical cancer as their 
White counterparts.

 Many cervical cancers can occur in women who are post-
menopausal and who are no longer sexually active.

 Herbal medicines and traditional health promotion 
practices can go hand in hand with Pap testing.

Questions and Answers
Question: Where can I get a Pap test?
Answer: You can get a Pap test from family or general 

practitioners, gynecologists, medical clinics or 
local health departments.

Question: I have a male doctor and feel embarrassed about 
getting a Pap test from him.

Answer: You can request a female doctor specifically for the 
Pap test.  Your doctor can arrange that for you.

Question: Would I feel pain and discomfort if I had a Pap test?
Answer: You may feel pressure during Pap testing. 

However, Pap tests should not be painful and do 
not harm your cervix.
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