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Los Angeles
Filipino & South Asian:
Breast cancer and colorectal cancer

San Francisco
Chinese & Vietnamese:
Liver cancer and lung cancer

Seattle
Cambodian & Vietnamese:
Cervical cancer and liver cancer

New York
Chinese & Korean:

Breast cancer and prostate cancer

Cambodian Women’s Association  •  Asian Counseling and Referral Service  •  Department of Public Health,
Seattle/King County  •  Harborview Medical Center  •  International Community Health Services

Khmer Community Seattle/King County  •  Refugee Federation Service Center  •  Refugee Women’s Alliance

Our mission is to promote health and quality of life in the Seattle Cambodian community
through education and service.

Some Facts on Cancer in Asian-Americans:
• Cancer has been the number one killer of Asian-American women since

at least 1995.
• Invasive cervical cancer is the number one cancer to occur in

Southeast Asian women.
• Rates of newly diagnosed invasive cervical cancer in Southeast Asian women

are five times higher than the rate among White American women.
• Southeast Asian men have the highest liver cancer rates of all racial

and ethnic groups.
• The rates of newly diagnosed liver cancer in Southeast Asian populations are

up to 11 times higher than the rate among White Americans.
• Higher smoking rates are seen among Southeast Asian populations than

among other Asian groups.
The term “Southeast Asian” refers to persons from many countries, ethnic groups, and cultures, including the
following: Cambodian, Hmong, Laotian, Mien, Vietnamese.

Some Facts About AANCART:
What is the Asian American Network for Cancer Awareness,
Research and Training (AANCART)?

• AANCART is our response to achieve the goals of the National Cancer Institute’s
Special Populations Network, and is the first national effort intended to address
Asian American concerns.

What are some distinctive characteristics of cancer among
Asian Americans that would lead to a need for AANCART?

• Asian American females are the first American population to experience cancer
as the leading cause of death.

• The top two leading cancers, lung and colon/rectum, are the same for all Americans.
However, the third leading cancer among Asian Americans is liver cancer.
This cancer is usually caused by Hepatitis B virus infection, which affects Asian
Americans more than other groups.

What will AANCART mean for Seattle?
• The four regions will each choose two principal cancers and two target Asian

communities. In Seattle, AANCART will work primarily with the Cambodian and
Vietnamese communities, and the cancers will be cervical cancer and liver cancer.
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